For The Glory of God & The Joy of All Peoples

Order for the Worship of God
On the Lord’s Day Morning
First Sunday of Christmas
December 26, 2021, at 10:30, am

GH
To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and
desire hope; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come—this church opens wide
her doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome
Prelude			

“Therefore, brothers, since we
have confidence to enter the
holy places by the blood of
Jesus, by the new and living way
that he opened for us through
the curtain, that is, through his
flesh, and since we have a great
priest over the house of God, let
us draw near with a true heart
in full assurance of faith...”
(Hebrews 10:19-23).

Call to Worship

Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella

Early French Carol

From Psalm 149

Minister: Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, his
praise in the assembly of the godly!
People:

Let Israel be glad in his Maker; let the children of Zion
rejoice in their King! Let them praise his name with
dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and
lyre!

Minister: Let the godly exult in glory; let them sing for joy on
their beds.

† congregation standing

¤ congregation kneeling
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†

Hymn of Proclamation

Hymn A • Trinity Hymnal #195
†

			

ANTIOCH

In worship, we join our voices
with the heavenly host, who never
cease to praise God on high.

Prayer of Adoration

Unison:

†

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the
birth of your only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that we,
who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with
sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our
Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel Reading

John 16:12-24

Pew Bible, page 902

Minister: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
People:
¤

Thanks be to the Lord!

Prayer of Confession

Unison:

“If we confess our sins, God is

O God beyond all praising, there is no God like you.
You are the fountain of living waters; in your presence
there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore. But we have hungered and thirsted after
that which cannot satisfy and preferred many things to
you, the Giver of all things. Father, forgive us for our
weak and sinful desires, and fill us with your Spirit that
we might increasingly be conformed into the image of
your crucified and risen Son, in whose great name we
pray. Amen.

Please take a moment to silently confess your sin.
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faithful and just to forgive us our
sins.” (1 John 1:9)

“Therefore, since we have been

¤

justified by faith, we have peace

Assurance of Pardon

From John 5:24

Minister: Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does
not come into judgment, but has passed from death to
life.

with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have also
obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope of the glory of God”

Unison:

(Romans 5:1-2).

¤

†

†

Thanks be to God!

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn of Proclamation

While by the Sheep We Watched at Night

Hymn B • Trinity Hymnal #215			

Affirmation of Faith
Unison:

JUNGST

The Westminster Confession of Faith

Chapter 8, Sections 1 & 2

It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and
ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to be
the Mediator between God and man, the Prophet,
Priest, and King, the Head and Savior of his church,
the Heir of all things, and Judge of the world: unto
whom he did from all eternity give a people, to be
his seed, and to be by him in time redeemed, called,
justified, sanctified, and glorified.
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The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity,
being very and eternal God, of one substance and
equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of time
was come, take upon him man’s nature, with all the
essential properties and common infirmities thereof,
yet without sin; being conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, in the womb of the virgin Mary, of her
substance. So that two whole, perfect, and distinct
natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were
inseparably joined together in one person, without
conversion, composition, or confusion. Which person
is very God, and very man, yet one Christ, the only
Mediator between God and man.
Unison:
†

Gloria

Thanks be to God!

Glory Be to God in Heaven
Beethoven

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
On the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
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Children are welcome for our
entire service. Following the
Gloria, a specifically designed
time for children aged four
through first grade is also
provided. Those interested
can meet at the back of the
Fellowship Hall.

† Psalter Lesson

Psalm 98

Pew Bible, page 500

Minister: The Word of the Lord!
People:

Thanks be to God!

† Prayer for Illumination
We are concluding our Advent in
the Psalms series this morning.

Proclamation of God’s Word

Rev. Dan Thompson

He Came to Bring Us Joy

† Hymn of Response		

Hymn C • Trinity Hymnal #318

“For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you by his
poverty might become rich”
(2 Corinthians 8:9).
To give online, visit
www.stpaulsorlando.com/give.

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

Alt. Tune: REGENT SQUARE

Giving to God & Offertory

The Lord’s Prayer

Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed by Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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†

Doxology #733

†

Prayer of Dedication

†

Benediction

LASST UNS ERFREUEN
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Having been welcomed into
God’s presence, assured of
his love, and reminded of
his gospel promises, we are
sent out into the world to
be his representatives and
ambassadors to a lost and
needy world.

†

Prophets’ Words Foretold a Savior

Sending Forth Hymn

Hymn D			

Words by Dr. Terry Yount
THAXTED

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus
Christ.
People:

Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
ANTIOCH

Please take a moment to greet those around you.
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HYMN A

8

9

HYMN B
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HYMN C

Dr. Terry Yount

HYMN D

Prophets’ Words Foretold a Savior

THAXTED		
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SERMON NOTES

He Came to Give Us Joy
Psalm 98 | Rev. Dan Thompson
The Big Idea: The heart of Psalm 98 is joy—joy in God’s goodness, covenant faithfulness,
and royal justice.
i. What is joy, and why does God command it (vv. 4-9a)?

ii. Joy is always about something—it has reasons (vv. 1-3, 9).
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Use this plan for your daily Bible reading.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday, December 26
Monday, December 27
Tuesday, December 28
Wednesday, December 29
Thursday, December 30
Friday, December 31
Saturday, January 1, 2022
Sunday, January 2, 2022

Catch Up Day
2 Chronicles 34; Revelation 20; Malachi 1
Malachi 2; John 20
2 Chronicles 35; Revelation 21
Malachi 3; John 21
2 Chronicles 36; Revelation 22; Malachi 4
Genesis 1: 1-2:3; Matthew 1:1-17; Ezra 1; Acts 1
Genesis 2: 4-25; Matthew 1:1-18-2:12; Ezra 2: Acts 2:1-13

Weekly Sermon Discussion Questions

Use these questions to reflect more deeply on this week’s sermon.
1. How would you define “joy”? What does it mean to “rejoice”?
2. Why is it so important that we feel and express joy in the Lord? What practical benefits
does joy produce in your growth as a Christian?
3. What “marvelous things” has God done for you? How does this psalm point you to
Jesus? How is the promise that God comes to judge the earth good news?

Monthly Scripture Memorization

Devote time to memorizing this passage of Scripture throughout the month.
“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us
and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” (Deuteronomy 29:29)
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DISCI P LESH I P RESO URCES

Daily Bible R eading Plan

W O R S H I P AT S T. PA U L’ S

A bout Worship
In his encounter with the woman of Samaria, Jesus explained that “God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth” ( John 4:24). The reason Jesus
says true worshipers must worship in this way is because God himself “is spirit.” Here we
discover the simple yet profound principle that true worship is a response to God as he has
personally revealed himself. Thus, conformity to God’s character is the key to true worship.
“Great is the LORD,” as the psalmist puts it, “and greatly to be praised” (Psalm 48:1)! In
worship, we seek to reflect this divine reality, declaring with our lips and demonstrating
with our lives that God is supremely precious and therefore worthy of all glory and honor
and praise.

The Shape of Worship

Entering God’s Presence—We gather in response to God’s call to worship, joyfully
offering praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. With reverence and awe, we
confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness, which is declared in Jesus’ name.
Renewing Our Faith—Worship continues with a focus on God’s Word. Our faith
is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, join our hearts and voices in
prayers and hymns of praise to God, and hear the good news of God powerfully
proclaimed.
Responding in Thanks—As hearing becomes doing, we respond to the proclamation
of God’s Word. Songs of praise continue to be raised and the gifts and offerings of
God’s people are collected. On Communion Sundays we are invited to celebrate the
Lord’s Supper. With God’s blessing upon us, we are sent into the world to love and
serve the risen Lord Jesus Christ!

Why Do We Worship in This Way?
Question: Why do we include an assurance of pardon after the time of confession
each Sunday?
Answer: When you consider what your sin deserves from a holy and just God, you feel
undone. But you don’t have to be afraid. It is God who assures our weak and trembling
hearts that our sin-debt has been paid in full on the cross of Christ. With God’s
assurance of pardon, we are able to draw near in joyful worship (see Hebrews 10:19-23).
The assurance of pardon is meant to encourage gospel confidence, joy, and gratitude.
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We are delighted you have joined us for worship. Our hope is that you find our worship
service glorifying to God and personally refreshing.
We would love to connect with you. Please stop by our New Visitor Table in the
Narthex after the service so that we may greet you in person and provide you a
Welcome Bag. To connect with us, please use the QR code below to fill out a Connect Card.
Use your phone’s camera to quickly access the following resources
or navigate to the URL below each QR code.

CONNECT CARD

stpaulsorlando.com/connect

CHURCH APP

stpaulsorlando.com/app

GIVE ONLINE

stpaulsorlando.com/give

Our Vision

To see the invisible kingdom of heaven made visible,
for the Glory of God and the joy of all peoples.

Our Mission

To grow in grace and give away our lives
in the following seven major ministry areas:
Worship that exalts God in Christ and promotes unity in the Spirit
Discipleship that is rooted in the Scriptures and centered in the gospel
Community that is characterized by discipleship and care for one another
Local Missions that promotes the common good and evangelizes the lost
Global Missions that participates in church planting and spreading the gospel
to the ends of the earth
Children’s Ministry that partners with parents to build children up in the
faith through loving care and Reformed biblical teaching
Youth Ministry that promotes maturity, joy, and identity in Christ
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CONNECT

Welcome Visitors!

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
4917 Eli Street, Orlando, FL 32804 • (407) 647-7774
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