
For The Glory of God & The Joy of All Peoples



Order fOr the WOrship Of GOd
On the Lord’s Day Morning  

First Sunday of Advent 
November 28, 2021, at 10:30

†  congregation standing
¤   congregation kneeling

To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and 
desire hope; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for fellowship;  
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come—this church opens wide 

her doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Worship begins with a call 
to enter God’s presence 

in fellowship with his 
people to give praise to 

our majestic and holy God.

Welcome

Introit    Light the Advent Candles 
                                                                                                                 Words & Music by Mark Clark 

Arr. by Brad Nix

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Call to Worship                                                                         From Psalm 100
Minister: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve 

the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing!

People: Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made 
us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture.

Minister: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!

People: For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
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Hymn of  Proclamation Let All Things Now Living
Hymn A • Trinity Hymnal #125             ASH GROVE

Prayer of Adoration 

Unison: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 
sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. 

New Testament Reading 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
Pew Bible, page 968

Minister: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Prayer of Confession

Unison: Our great God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess how ungrateful our hearts are before you. 
Although you have surrounded us with the abundance 
of all things, we have not served you with joy or 
responded with thanksgiving. You have spared nothing 
to save us. But we have presumed upon your grace. 
Please forgive us, dear Lord, and renew us by the power 
of your Holy Spirit so that we might serve you with joy 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Please take a moment to silently confess your sin.
  

†
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Worship is a dialogue. God 
speaks to us in the call to 
worship and we respond in 
prayer and praise. 

Devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture.  

(1 Timothy 4:13)
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Assurance of Pardon

Minister: This is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. To all who repent and believe the 
gospel, your sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.

Unison: Thanks be to God!

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn of Consecration          We Plow the Fields
Hymn B • Trinity Hymnal #714   WIR PFLÜGEN

Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism
Question & Answer #86

Minister: We have been delivered from our misery by God’s 
grace alone through Christ and not because we have 
earned it: why then must we still do good?

People: To be sure, Christ has redeemed us by his blood. 
But we do good because Christ by his Spirit is also 
renewing us to be like himself, so that in all our living 
we may show that we are thankful to God for all he 
has done for us, and so that he may be praised through 
us. And we do good so that we may be assured of our 
faith by its fruits, and so that by our godly living our 
neighbors may be won over to Christ. 

Unison: Thanks be to God!
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This prayer may include 
elements of adoration, 
confession, thanksgiving, 
and supplication. Special 
attention is given to the needs, 
sorrows, and joys of our local 
congregation. As a shepherd of 
the flock, the pastor prays that 
God would be glorified and 
enjoyed in our midst. 

The Heidelberg Catechism 
is a beloved Protestant 
confessional document that 
takes the form of a series of 
questions and answers for use 
in teaching the Christian faith. 
It was originally published in 
1563 in Heidelberg, Germany. 
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Gloria Glory Be To God I
Text: Traditional; Musical Setting by Ronald Owen

 

Old Testament Lesson Deuteronomy 26:1-15
Pew Bible, page 167

Minister: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Prayer for Illumination

Proclamation of God’s Word Rev. Justin Borger

HE IS YOUR LIFE: 
Grace Abounding in Gratitude 

†

†

†

Children are welcome for our 
entire service. Following the 
Gloria, a specifically designed 
time for children aged four 
through first grade is also 
provided. Those interested 
can meet at the back of the 
Fellowship Hall.

It is the duty of all who hear 
God’s Word preached to listen 
carefully and prayerfully, 
and to receive the truth with 
humble obedience.
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Hymn of Response        Now Thank We All Our God
Hymn C • Trinity Hymnal #98 NUN DANKET 

Giving to God & Offertory For the Beauty of the Earth
  DIX 

Arr. by John Rutter

Doxology #731 OLD HUNDREDTH

While encouraging believers to 
be generous givers, the apostle 
Paul said: “But as you excel in 
everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in all earnestness, 
and in our love for you —see 
that you excel in this act of grace 
also”  (II Corinthians 8:7).

To give online, visit  
www.stpaulsorlando.com/give.
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Prayer of Dedication 

Benediction

Sending Forth Hymn          Fill Us With Your Fullness, God
Hymn D    Words by Rev. Justin Borger 

TUNE: DIX

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ.

People: Thanks be to God! 

Postlude We Plow the Fields
                                                        WIR PFLÜGEN

Please take a moment to greet those around you. 
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In this Prayer of Dedication, 
the minister asks God to use 
the gifts of his people for the 
advancement of his kingdom 
and the praise of his glory. 
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Grace Abounding in Gratitude
Deuteronomy 26:1-15 | Rev. Justin Borger

The Big Idea: In response to the grace of salvation and the gift of the Promised Land, 
God’s people are called to abound in gratitude. “Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15)

ii. A Commitment to Gratitude (26:12-15) 

H E  I S  Y O U R  L I F E :

i. A Celebration of Grace (26:1-11)
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Weekly sermOn discussiOn QuestiOns 
Use these questions to reflect more deeply on this week’s sermon. 

1. Imagine what it would be like to be an Israelite and to experience the very first  
harvest in the Promised Land. Can you attempt to describe what that would be like?

2. The Israelites were called to bear testimony to God’s grace in their lives (26:3, 5-9). 
How would you summarize your personal testimony? For what are you most grateful?  

3. After declaring their gratitude with their lips, the Israelites were commanded to 
demonstrate their gratitude by giving a portion of their livelihood. Why are both of 
these expressions of gratitude—(1) declaration with lips and (2) demonstration with 
livelihood—essential to true worship? What happens when one or the other is missing?  

4. Moses repeatedly emphasizes God’s special concern for “the quartet of the vulnerable”—
“the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow” (vv. 12, 13). Who are the most 
vulnerable in our own day and age? And what does our concern (or lack of concern) for 
the vulnerable say about our commitment to God himself (cf. James 1:27)? 

daily BiBle readinG plan
Use this plan for your daily Bible reading. 

• Sunday, November 28 2 Chronicles 18; Zephaniah 1
• Monday, November 29 Revelation 3
• Tuesday, November 30 2 Chronicles 19; Revelation 4; Zephaniah 2; John 10
• Wednesday, December 1 2 Chronicles 20; Revelation 5
• Thursday, December 2 Zephaniah 3
• Friday, December 3 2 Chronicles 21; Revelation 6; Haggai 1; John 11
• Saturday, December 4 2 Chronicles 22
• Sunday, December 5 Revelation 7; Haggai 2
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mOnthly scripture memOrizatiOn 
Devote time to memorizing this passage of Scripture throughout the month. 

“Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be 
established.” (Deuteronomy 19:15)
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aBOut WOrship
   In his encounter with the woman of Samaria, Jesus explained that “God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth” ( John 4:24). The reason Jesus 
says true worshipers must worship in this way is because God himself “is spirit.” Here we 
discover the simple yet profound principle that true worship is a response to God as he has 
personally revealed himself. Thus, conformity to God’s character is the key to true worship. 
“Great is the LORD,” as the psalmist puts it, “and greatly to be praised” (Psalm 48:1)! In 
worship, we seek to reflect this divine reality, declaring with our lips and demonstrating 
with our lives that God is supremely precious and therefore worthy of all glory and honor 
and praise. 

the shape Of WOrship

Entering God’s Presence—We gather in response to God’s call to worship, joyfully 
offering praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. With reverence and awe, we 
confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness, which is declared in Jesus’ name. 

Renewing Our Faith—Worship continues with a focus on God’s Word. Our faith 
is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, join our hearts and voices in 
prayers and hymns of praise to God, and hear the good news of God powerfully 
proclaimed.

Responding in Thanks—As hearing becomes doing, we respond to the proclamation 
of God’s Word. Songs of praise continue to be raised and the gifts and offerings of 
God’s people are collected. On Communion Sundays we are invited to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper. With God’s blessing upon us, we are sent into the world to love and 
serve the risen Lord Jesus Christ!
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Why Do We Worship in This Way?
Question: What are the colored hangings on the pulpit, and why do they change?  
Answer: These hangings are called “paraments” and they change as we celebrate special 
occasions, especially the five great “evangelical feasts” of the church year: Christmas, 
Good Friday, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost. These liturgical colors have an instructive 
purpose, helping us to mark time, and pointing us to key events in the life of Christ and 
the great work of redemption that he has accomplished.
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Use your phone’s camera to quickly access the following resources  
or navigate to the URL below each QR code.  

Our Vision 
To see the invisible kingdom of heaven made visible,  

for the Glory of God and the joy of all peoples.

Our Mission 
To grow in grace and give away our lives  

in the following seven major ministry areas:

Worship that exalts God in Christ and promotes unity in the Spirit
Discipleship that is rooted in the Scriptures and centered in the gospel
Community that is characterized by discipleship and care for one another
Local Missions that promotes the common good and evangelizes the lost
Global Missions that participates in church planting and spreading the gospel 
to the ends of the earth
Children’s Ministry that partners with parents to build children up in the 
faith through loving care and Reformed biblical teaching
Youth Ministry that promotes maturity, joy, and identity in Christ
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WelcOme VisitOrs!
We are delighted you have joined us for worship. Our hope is that you find our worship 
service glorifying to God and personally refreshing.

We would love to connect with you. Please stop by our New Visitor Table in the 
Narthex after the service so that we may greet you in person and provide you a  
Welcome Bag. To connect with us, please use the QR code below to fill out a Connect Card. 

CONNECT CARD
stpaulsorlando.com/connect

CHURCH APP
stpaulsorlando.com/app

GIVE ONLINE
stpaulsorlando.com/give
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4917 Eli Street, Orlando, FL 32804  •  (407) 647-7774
stpaulsorlando.com  •  staff@stpaulsorlando.com

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America




