
For The Glory of God & The Joy of All Peoples



Order for the Worship of God
On the Lord’s Day Morning  

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 23, 2025, at 10:30

†  congregation standing
¤   congregation kneeling

To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and 
desire hope; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for fellowship;  
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come—this church opens wide 

her doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome

Introit	 We Plow the Fields 
                                                                    WIR PFLÜGEN

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand;

He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 

Refrain: All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above;
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.

We thank you, then, O Father, for all things bright and good,
The seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food;

No gifts have we to offer for all your love imparts,
But that which you desire now: our humble, thankful hearts. 

GH
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The sounding of the 
bells calls us to quiet our 

hearts before worship. 
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Call to Worship	 From Psalm 107
Minister:	 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his 

steadfast love endures forever!
People: 	 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he 

has redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the 
lands, from the east and from the west, from the north 
and from the south.

Minister:	 Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, 
and praise him in the assembly of the elders.

Hymn of  Proclamation	 O God Beyond All Praising
Hymn A • Trinity Hymnal #660		  THAXTED

 
Prayer of Adoration 

Unison: 	 Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to 
restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords; mercifully grant that the 
peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may 
be freed and brought together under his most gracious 
rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson	 1 Chronicles 29
Pew Bible, page 356

Minister:	 The Word of the Lord!
People:	 Thanks be to God!
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†

†

† Christian worship is trinitarian:  
we worship one God who exists 
eternally in three persons, 
Father, Son and Spirit.

Worship begins when God, 
through the pastor ministering 
in his name, summons us to 
the praise of his glory.
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Prayer of Confession

Unison:	 O God beyond all praising, there is no God like you. 
With you is the fountain of life; in your presence 
there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore. But we have hungered after 
that which does not satisfy and preferred many things 
to you, the Giver of all things. Father, forgive us 
for our weak and sinful desires, and fill us with your 
Spirit, that we might be conformed to the image of 
your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.

 Please take a moment to silently confess your sin.

Assurance of Pardon                   	From Lamentations 3 and Colossians 3

Minister: 	The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning. You 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.

Unison:	 Thanks be to God!
 
Prayers of the People		  The Lord’s Prayer

Unison:	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
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¤

¤

In the Assurance of Pardon, tired 
and weary sinners are comforted 

with the good news of God’s 
grace and forgiveness.

¤

“Before they call, I will answer; 
while they are yet speaking, I will 

hear” (Isaiah 65:24).

¤There is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents 
(Luke 15:10).
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Hymn of  Consecration      	 Take My Life and Let it Be
Hymn B	 Words by Frances R. Havergal

Music by Ronald Owen
 

Affirmation of Faith	 Heidelberg Catechism
Question and Answer #86

Minister:	 We have been delivered from our misery by God’s 
grace alone through Christ and not because we have 
earned it: why then must we still do good?

People: 	 To be sure, Christ has redeemed us by his blood. 
But we do good because Christ by his Spirit is also 
renewing us to be like himself, so that in all our living 
we may show that we are thankful to God for all he has 
done for us, and so that he may be praised through us.  

And we do good so that we may be assured of our 
faith by its fruits, and so that by our godly living our 
neighbors may be won over to Christ.

Unison:	 Thanks be to God!

†

†
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Gloria 	 Patrick Doyle

New Testament Lesson	 Acts 20:17-38 
Pew Bible, page 929

Minister:	 The Word of the Lord!
People:	 Thanks be to God!

Prayer for Illumination

Proclamation of God’s Word	 Rev. Justin Borger

TO THE END OF THE EARTH:

Paul ’s Last Words to Christian Leaders

Children are welcome for our 
entire service. Following the 

Gloria, a specifically designed time 
for children aged four through 

first grade is also provided. Those 
interested can meet at the back of 

the Fellowship Hall.

†

†
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†

“Ascribe to the LORD the 
glory due his name; bring an 
offering, and come into his 
courts!” (Psalm 96:8)

To give online, visit  
www.stpaulsorlando.com/give.

Hymn of Response	 How Firm a Foundation
Hymn C • Trinity Hymnal #94	 FOUNDATION

Giving to God and Offertory	 	 Saints Bound for Heaven
Melody from Walker’s Southern Harmony 

Arr. by Mack Wilberg

Our bondage it shall end, by and by, by and by,
Our bondage it shall end, by and by;

From Egypt’s yoke set free;
Hail the glorious jubilee,

And to Canaan we’ll return, by and by, by and by.

Our deliverer he shall come, by and by, by and by,
Our deliverer he shall come, by and by;

And our sorrows have an end,
With our threescore years and ten,

And vast glory crown the day, by and by, by and by.

And when to Jordan’s floods, we are come, we are come,
And when to Jordan’s floods, we are come;

Jehovah rules the tide, and the waters he’ll divide,
And the ransomed host shall shout, we are come, we are come.

Then with all the happy throng, we’ll rejoice, we’ll rejoice,
Then with all the happy throng, we’ll rejoice;

Shouting glory to our King,
Till the vaults of heaven ring.

And through all eternity we’ll rejoice, we’ll rejoice.
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Doxology  	      Vikki Cook 

 

†
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†

†

† Both the initiating ritual of 
baptism (Matthew 28:19) and 
the regular pronouncement of 
the Lord’s benediction place 
God’s name upon his people 
(Numbers 6:27).

Prayer of Dedication 

Benediction

Sending Forth Hymn	 For All the Saints
Hymn D • Trinity Hymnal #358 (Verses 5 and 6)                                        SINE NOMINE 

Minister:	 Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus Christ.
People:	 Thanks be to God! 

Postlude	 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
                                                  JOANNA

Please take a moment to greet those around you.
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The Big Idea:  When you know it is the last time you will see someone you love, you choose 
your words very carefully. This is what Paul does in his great farewell address to the Ephesian 
elders. This speech sums up to a unique degree the heart and soul of Paul’s message and 
ministry. He teaches us by his personal example (vv. 17-21), clarifies what Christian leaders 
must prioritize (vv. 22-27), and ultimately entrusts the church to no one less than God and to 
the word of his grace (v. 32). 

i. Paul’s ethos and example (20:17-21)

Paul’s Last Words to Christian Leaders
Acts 20:17-38 | Rev. Justin Borger

TO THE END OF THE EARTH: 

ii.Paul’s plans and priorities (20:22-27)

iii. Paul’s final exhortation and blessing (20:28-38)
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Use these questions to reflect more deeply on this week’s sermon. 

1.	 Why does Paul focus so much on his own personal example in this passage? Compare 
with 1 Corinthians 4:17. 

2.	 How would you summarize Paul’s plans and priorities in verses 22-27? How should these 
reshape the way you make plans and set priorities? 

3.	 What is “the whole counsel of God” (v. 27)? And what are some practical ways that 
pastors and churches can ensure that they are not shrinking back from fully declaring this 
holistic message? 

4.	 How does Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian elders help inform what we should 
look for as the congregation of St. Paul’s nominates and elects new elders and deacons? 

5.	 What two things does Paul tell the elders to pay careful attention to in verse 28, and 
what reason does he give? Why is this so important?

6.	 What prevents you from entering more deeply into the reality of the blessing that the 
Lord Jesus himself identifies in verse 32?

Daily Bible Reading Plan
Use this plan for your daily Bible reading. 

•	 Sunday, November 23		  Jonah 2 • Luke 7
•	 Monday, Novemer 24		  Jonah 3 • Luke 8
•	 Tuesday, November 25		  Jonah 4 • Luke 9
•	 Wednesday, November 26	 Micah 1 • Luke 10
•	 Thursday, November 27	 Micah 2 • Luke 11
•	 Friday, November 28		  Micah 3 • Luke 12
•	 Saturday, November 29		  Micah 4 • Luke 13
•	 Sunday, November 30		  Micah 5 • Luke 14

Monthly Scripture Memorization 
Devote time to memorizing this passage of Scripture throughout the month. 

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the 
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35).
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About Worship
   In his encounter with the woman of Samaria, Jesus explained that “God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth” ( John 4:24). The reason Jesus 
says true worshipers must worship in this way is because God himself “is spirit.” Here we 
discover the simple yet profound principle that true worship is a response to God as he has 
personally revealed himself. Thus, conformity to God’s character is the key to true worship. 
“Great is the LORD,” as the psalmist puts it, “and greatly to be praised” (Psalm 48:1)! In 
worship, we seek to reflect this divine reality, declaring with our lips and demonstrating 
with our lives that God is supremely precious and therefore worthy of all glory and honor 
and praise. 

The Shape of Worship

Entering God’s Presence—We gather in response to God’s call to worship, joyfully 
offering praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. With reverence and awe, we 
confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness, which is declared in Jesus’ name. 

Renewing Our Faith—Worship continues with a focus on God’s Word. Our faith 
is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, join our hearts and voices in 
prayers and hymns of praise to God, and hear the good news of God powerfully 
proclaimed.

Responding in Thanks—As hearing becomes doing, we respond to the proclamation 
of God’s Word. Songs of praise continue to be raised and the gifts and offerings of 
God’s people are collected. On Communion Sundays we are invited to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper. With God’s blessing upon us, we are sent into the world to love and 
serve the risen Lord Jesus Christ!
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Why Do We Worship in This Way?
In this section, we answer a question about worship each week.  

Question: What kind of attire should I wear for worship?
 
Answer: There is no dress code at St. Paul’s. Many wear their “Sunday best” while others 
dress more casually. Regardless of what we wear to worship, we should never forget “the 
LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7; see also 1 Peter 3:3-4).
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Use your phone’s camera to quickly access the following resources  
or navigate to the URL below each QR code.  

Our Vision 
To see the invisible kingdom of heaven made visible,  

for the glory of God and the joy of all peoples.

Our Mission 
To grow in grace and give away our lives  

in the following seven major ministry areas:

Worship that exalts God in Christ and promotes unity in the Spirit
Discipleship that is rooted in the Scriptures and centered in the gospel
Community that is characterized by discipleship and care for one another
Local Missions that promotes the common good and evangelizes the lost
Global Missions that participates in church planting and spreading the gospel 
to the ends of the earth
Children’s Ministry that partners with parents to build children up in the 
faith through loving care and Reformed biblical teaching
Youth Ministry that promotes maturity, joy, and identity in Christ
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Welcome, Visitors!
We are delighted you have joined us for worship. Our hope is that you find our worship 
service glorifying to God and personally refreshing.

We would love to connect with you. Please stop by our Welcome Kiosk in the 
Narthex after the service so that we may greet you in person and provide you a  
Welcome Bag. To connect with us, please use the QR code below to fill out a Connect Card. 

CONNECT CARD
stpaulsorlando.com/connect

CHURCH APP
stpaulsorlando.com/app

GIVE ONLINE
stpaulsorlando.com/give
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