
For The Glory of God & The Joy of All Peoples



Order for the Worship of God
On the Lord’s Day Morning  

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026, at 10:30

†  congregation standing
¤   congregation kneeling

To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and 
desire hope; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for fellowship;  
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come—this church opens wide 

her doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The sounding of the 
bells calls us to quiet our 

hearts before worship. 

Welcome

Prelude	 Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise 
			   LLANFAIR

 
Hail the day that sees him rise, to his throne beyond the skies; Alleluia!

Christ, the Lamb for sinners giv’n, enters now the highest heav’n. Alleluia!
Lord, beyond our mortal sight, raise our hearts to reach thy height; Alleluia!

There thy face unclouded see, find our heav’n of heav’ns in thee! Alleluia!
 
Call to Worship                                                                  	     From Psalm 100

Minister:	 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve 
the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing!

People:	 Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we 
are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Minister:	 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!

Unison:	 For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations.

GH
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Christian worship is 
trinitarian: we worship one 
God who exists eternally in 

three persons, Father, Son, and 
Spirit.
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Hymn of  Praise	 O God Beyond All Praising
Hymn A • Trinity Hymnal #660			   	 THAXTED

Prayer of Adoration 

Unison: 	 O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your 
people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may 
know him who calls us each by name, and follow where 
he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and 
reigns, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Psalter Reading	 Psalm 2
Pew Bible, page 448Minister:	 The Word of the Lord!

Unison:	 Thanks be to God!

Prayer of Confession

Unison:	 Almighty God, we confess that we are often swept along 
and deceived by the tide of our generation and the spirit 
of our age. We are tempted to call good evil and evil 
good. We are seduced by many destructive and harmful 
desires. We often live more in fear born of unbelief than 
courage born of faith. We often live more in aimlessness 
born of indifference than purpose born of hope. We 
often live more in sloth born of selfishness than service 
born of love. We often try to speak in your name without 
relinquishing our glories and crediting all things to your 
grace. Therefore, we cry out to you for mercy and seek your 
forgiveness. Deliver us, O Lord, from the way of sin and 
death. and empower us by the gift of your Holy Spirit. In  
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

  Please take a moment to silently confess your sin. 

2

†

†

“I said, ‘I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord.’ 
And you forgave the guilt of my 
sin.” (Psalm 32:5) 

¤

†
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Assurance of Pardon                 		  From 1 John 1

Minister:	 Hear this good news! If we confess our sins, God is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.

Unison:	 Thanks be to God!

Affirmation of Faith              		  Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question and Answer #102 

		                                                                        	
Minister:	 What do we pray for in the second petition?
People:	 In the second petition, which is, Thy kingdom come, 

we pray that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed; and 
that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves 
and others brought into it, and kept in it; and that the 
kingdom of glory may be hastened.

Unison:	 Thanks be to God!

†

¤“As there is no sin so small, 
but it deserves damnation; 
so there is no sin so great, 

that it can bring damnation 
upon those who truly repent.” 

(Westminster Confession of 
Faith XV.IV)
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Gloria	 Glory Be to God I
Traditional Text; Musical Setting by Ronald Owen

Prayers of the People	

Minister:	 Dear Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for 
Christopher and Melanie Waugh, who come with 
Jacob Edmund to declare publicly their allegiance to 
your Son our Savior. Daily open their hearts to your 
grace and truth. Fill them with your life-giving Spirit. 
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy 
Church. Grant them grace so to live before this child, 
loving him, teaching him, praying with him, and for 
him, that by their faithful living, and through the 
power of the gospel, all of the promises of the covenant 
may be fulfilled in his life.

People:	 Lord, hear our prayer.

	 (Continued)

†

¤
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Minister: 	 Father, we pray for this child, Jacob; deliver him from the 
way of sin and death; open his heart to your grace and 
truth; fill him with your life-giving Spirit; keep him in 
the faith and communion of your Church; prepare him 
to witness to your love; and bring him to the fullness of 
your peace and glory. 

People:	 Lord, hear our prayer. 
Minister:	 And we pray for ourselves, the congregation of St. 

Paul’s Church: Grant us grace to see this child as our 
own; to love him, pray for him and assist his parents as 
duty done to you, the one true God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.

People:	 Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.

Presentation of Candidate and Questions

Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Minister:	 Renew and strengthen, O Lord, this child of the 
covenant. By your Holy Spirit, empower him for your 
service and sustain him all his days. Defend him by your 
grace and claim him as your adopted child in your mercy. 
May you keep him by your Holy Spirit until at last he 
comes to your everlasting kingdom and his heavenly 
home. We humbly yet boldly ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen.
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Hymn of Consecration	  Children of the Heavenly Father
Hymn B	 • Trinity Hymnal #131	 TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA 

New Testament Lesson	 1 Thessalonians 2:13–3:5
Pew Bible, page 986

Minister:	 The Word of the Lord!
People:	 Thanks be to God!

Prayer for Illumination

Proclamation of God’s Word	 Dr. Zachary Cole
 

LIVING IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY:

We Are Destined for This 
 

Hymn of Response		     O Church, Arise
Hymn C	 Words and Music by Getty and Townend 

Giving to God & Offertory	 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Arr. by Mack Wilberg

 					   
The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.

And so through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.

  

†

†

The offering is not merely a way 

to pay the bills; it is an act of 

worship.

To give online, visit  
www.stpaulsorlando.com/give.

Children are welcome for 
our entire service. Following 
the Hymn of Consecration, a 
specifically designed time for 
children aged four through first 
grade is also provided. Those 
interested can meet at the back 
of the Fellowship Hall.

†
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Doxology	      	 LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Prayer of Dedication 

Benediction

Sending Forth Hymn	 Be Thou My Vision
Hymn D • Trinity Hymnal #642 (Verses 1 and 3)             	 SLANE

Minister:	 Go in peace to love and serve the risen Lord Jesus Christ.
People:	 Thanks be to God! 

Postlude	 Before the Throne of God Above 
                                                    Vikki Cook

Please take a moment to greet those around you.

†

With the benediction, God 
places his name upon his 

people (Numbers 6:27). There 
is no greater blessing than 

belonging to God.

†

†

†
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LIVING IN LIGHT OF ETERNITY:

Big Idea: Paul reflects on various obstacles that can hinder the work of the gospel—
unbelievers who persecute the church, Satan, and our own sinful nature. Although these 
are real threats that cannot be ignored, none of them can thwart the sovereignty of our 
God, who has promised to build his church in the midst of affliction. Because of this truth, 
Christians can take heart and should never be moved.

i. The hindrance of unbelievers (2:13–16)

We Are Destined for This  
1 Thessalonians 2:13–3:5 | Dr. Zachary Cole

ii. The hindrance of Satan (2:17–20)

iii. The hindrance of our sin (3:1–5)
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Weekly Sermon Discussion Questions 
Use these questions to reflect more deeply on this week’s sermon. 

1.	 Why is Paul so concerned about those who hinder the spread of the gospel?  
(See 2:14–16.)  

2.	 What does this say about how important it is for us to be sharing the gospel? 

3.	 What does 2:17–20 teach us about the goals and power of Satan, and what does this 
mean for us practically? 

4.	 Why does Paul say that no one should “be moved by these afflictions” (3:3)? 

5.	 What are some practical ways we can promote the growth and progress of the church?

Monthly Scripture Memorization 
Devote time to memorizing this passage of Scripture throughout the month. 

“But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 
appoint you as a servant and witness…” (Acts 26:16a)

Daily Bible Reading Plan
Use this plan for your daily Bible reading. 

•	 Sunday, April 26		  Song of Songs 1 • Hebrews 1
•	 Monday, April 27		  Song of Songs 2 • Hebrews 2
•	 Tuesday, April 28		  Song of Songs 3 • Hebrews 3
•	 Wednesday, April 29		  Song of Songs 4 • Hebrews 4
•	 Thursday, April 30		  Song of Songs 5 • Hebrews 5
•	 Friday, May 1			   Song of Songs 6 • Hebrews 6
•	 Saturday, May 2			   Song of Songs 7 • Hebrews 7
•	 Sunday, May 3			   Song of Songs 8 • Hebrews 8
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About Worship
   In his encounter with the woman of Samaria, Jesus explained that “God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth” ( John 4:24). The reason Jesus 
says true worshipers must worship in this way is because God himself “is spirit.” Here we 
discover the simple yet profound principle that true worship is a response to God as he has 
personally revealed himself. Thus, conformity to God’s character is the key to true worship. 
“Great is the LORD,” as the psalmist puts it, “and greatly to be praised” (Psalm 48:1)! In 
worship, we seek to reflect this divine reality, declaring with our lips and demonstrating 
with our lives that God is supremely precious and therefore worthy of all glory and honor 
and praise. 

The Shape of Worship

Entering God’s Presence—We gather in response to God’s call to worship, joyfully 
offering praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. With reverence and awe, we 
confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness, which is declared in Jesus’ name. 

Renewing Our Faith—Worship continues with a focus on God’s Word. Our faith 
is renewed as we publicly confess the truth of God, join our hearts and voices in 
prayers and hymns of praise to God, and hear the good news of God powerfully 
proclaimed.

Responding in Thanks—As hearing becomes doing, we respond to the proclamation 
of God’s Word. Songs of praise continue to be raised and the gifts and offerings of 
God’s people are collected. On Communion Sundays we are invited to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper. With God’s blessing upon us, we are sent into the world to love and 
serve the risen Lord Jesus Christ!
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Why Do We Worship in This Way?
In this section, we answer a question about worship each week. 

Question: Why do we baptize babies?
Answer: For the same reason that Abraham and his descendants circumcised their infants 
under the old covenant. The children of believers have always been included in God’s 
covenant promises (Genesis 17:1-27; Acts 2:39) and are called “holy” (1 Corinthians 7:14). 
They are included among God’s people. Therefore, it would be wrong to withhold from 
them the covenant sign or to fail to distinguish them from the children of unbelievers  
(cf. Exodus 4:24-26). This was done under the old covenant by circumcision, which was replaced 
under the new covenant by baptism (Colossians 2:11-12). 
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Use your phone’s camera to quickly access the following resources  
or navigate to the URL below each QR code.  

Our Vision 
To see the invisible kingdom of heaven made visible,  

for the glory of God and the joy of all peoples.

Our Mission 
To grow in grace and give away our lives  

in the following seven major ministry areas:

Worship that exalts God in Christ and promotes unity in the Spirit
Discipleship that is rooted in the Scriptures and centered in the gospel
Community that is characterized by discipleship and care for one another
Local Missions that promotes the common good and evangelizes the lost
Global Missions that participates in church planting and spreading the gospel 
to the ends of the earth
Children’s Ministry that partners with parents to build children up in the 
faith through loving care and Reformed biblical teaching
Youth Ministry that promotes maturity, joy, and identity in Christ
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Welcome, Visitors!
We are delighted you have joined us for worship. Our hope is that you find our worship 
service glorifying to God and personally refreshing.

We would love to connect with you. Please stop by our New Visitor Table in the 
Narthex after the service so that we may greet you in person and provide you a  
Welcome Bag. To connect with us, please use the QR code below to fill out a Connect Card. 

CONNECT CARD
stpaulsorlando.com/connect

CHURCH APP
stpaulsorlando.com/app

GIVE ONLINE
stpaulsorlando.com/give

PB PB



4917 Eli Street, Orlando, FL 32804  •  (407) 647-7774
stpaulsorlando.com  •  staff@stpaulsorlando.com

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America




