
For The Glory of God & The Joy of All Peoples



Service of Tenebrae

Maundy Thursday Evening Service
April 2, 2026, at 7:00 pm

†  congregation standing
¤   congregation kneeling

To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who struggle and 
desire hope; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for fellowship;  
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come—this church opens wide 

her doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome

Prelude	 And He Never Said a Word
		  Michael Ryan

 

Call to Worship	 From Psalm 34

Minister:	 I will bless the LORD at all times!
People:	 His praise shall continually be in my mouth!
Minister:	 My soul makes its boast in the LORD!
People:	 Let the humble hear and be glad!
Minister:	 Oh, magnify the LORD with me and let us exalt his 

name together!
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The word “maundy” is derived 
from the Latin mandatum 
which means mandate or 

commandment. We observe 
Maundy Thursday because of 

the “new commandment” Jesus 
gave his disciples in John 13:34, 

just before his death, “to love 
one another.” 

The sounding of the 
bells calls us to quiet our 

hearts before worship. 
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Hymn of  Proclamation	 O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!
Hymn A • Trinity Hymnal #535			       EBENEZER

Greeting

Minister:	 This is the night that Christ, the Lamb of God, gave 
himself into the hands of those who would slay him. 
This is the night that Christ took a towel and washed the 
disciples’ feet, giving us an example that we should do to 
others as he has done to us. This is the night that Christ 
our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat this bread 
and drink this cup may here proclaim his holy sacrifice 
and be partakers of his resurrection and at the last day 
may reign with him in heaven. The Lord be with you.

People:	 And with your spirit.
Minister:	 Let us pray.
Unison:	 Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, 

Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment, to love 
one another as he loved them. Write this commandment 
in our hearts; give us the will to serve others as he was 
the servant of all, who gave his life and died for us, yet is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Gospel Reading	 John 13:1-35 
Pew Bible, page 900

Minister:	 The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!
People:	 Thanks be to the Lord!
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Prayer for Illumination

Homily	 Rev. Scott Hunt 
HOLY WEEK: 

He Loved Them to the End

Prayer of Confession

Unison:	 Most merciful God, we acknowledge before your holy 
majesty that we are poor sinners, conceived and born 
in bondage to sin, prone to do evil, and unable of our 
own power to do good. We have turned away from you, 
the fountain of living water, and have attempted to 
satisfy the thirst in our souls with things that ultimately 
can’t satisfy. Forgive us, O Lord, for the rebellion and 
treason in our hearts. We have sinned not just against 
your commandments, but against you by pursuing 
what is evil in your sight. We have sinned against your 
love and kindness. With heartfelt sorrow we repent, 
acknowledging our inability to change our own hearts 
and our constant need for the work of your Spirit to 
transform us. Have mercy on us, Father of mercies, for 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Please take a moment to silently confess your sin. 

Assurance of Pardon                 		  I Peter 2:24

Minister:	 Jesus Christ bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed.

Unison:	 Thanks be to God!
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Sanctus							          Sanctus I	
	 Traditional Text; Musical Setting by Ronald Owen

† “Sanctus” means “holy” in Latin. 
In historic Christian liturgies, a 
hymn of praise acknowledging 
the holiness of God is often sung 
before the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. 
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Holy Communion

Prayer of Dedication

Words of Institution	

Minister:	 Therefore, we proclaim the faith:
People:	 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Distribution of the Elements

Communion Hymn 	 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
Hymn B • Trinity Hymnal #257	 O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN

Communion Hymn 	 Jesus, Priceless Treasure
Hymn C • Trinity Hymnal #656	 JESU, MEINE FREUDE
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Tenebrae: The Service of Shadows

The Shadow of Betrayal			   	 Matthew 26:17-25
	 The first candle is extinguished. 

The Shadow of Desertion			   	 Matthew 26:30-35
	 The second candle is extinguished.

 
Hymn 	 Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended
Hymn D • Trinity Hymnal #248 (Verses 1 and 2)	 HERZLIEBSTER JESU

The Shadow of Christ’s Agony of Spirit	 	 Matthew 26:36-46
	 The third candle is extinguished. 

Hymn	 What Wondrous Love Is This
Hymn E • Trinity Hymnal #261			       WONDROUS LOVE

The Shadow of Arrest and Injustice		  	 Matthew 26:47-68
	 The fourth candle is extinguished.

Hymn	 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
Hymn F • Trinity Hymnal #247		      PASSION CHORALE

The Shadow of Denial			   	 Matthew 26:69-75
		  The fifth candle is extinguished.

Silent Prayer and Meditation
 
Lighting of the Resurrection Candle

 
Silent Recessional	

Tenebrae is a Latin word that 
means “darkness.”  In the 
Tenebrae service, lights are 
gradually extinguished as the 
narrative of Christ’s passion is 
read to help us remember all 
he suffered for us and for our 
salvation. 

The Resurrection Candle 
symbolizes our anticipation of the 
resurrection of our Lord.  

Please exit the Sanctuary silently, 
following the pastors.
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4917 Eli Street, Orlando, FL 32804  •  (407) 647-7774
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